Cutaneous lymphoma. Understanding the new classification schemes.
Both the REAL and EORTC classification schemes classify lymphomas according to their cell of origin. These schemata also incorporate clinical features that allow for the distinction of some of these disorders. The EORTC classification scheme for primary cutaneous tumors uses terminology similar to that of the REAL classification and should allow for the recognition of teleologically similar tumors in cutaneous and extracutaneous sites. Future investigations will no doubt yield information regarding the true nature of the low-grade B-cell lymphomas of the skin and sort out the ever-increasing number of tumors found to express CD30. Most important, the continued expansion of knowledge regarding cutaneous lymphomas should enhance the ability of physicians to predict prognosis and to arrive at the most effective therapy for patients with these diseases.